multifactorial causation then it is arguably the case that no single specialist is equipped with all the skills or resources required to effect adequate physical and psychological assessment, which may well be necessary in almost every case if the number of failed attempts at therapy is to be minimised. However, multidisciplinary approaches to health care and the facility of cross-referral could help to ensure that the patient receives appropriate assistance.
It is on these bases that we hold the view that any therapists engaging in the provision of help for sexually dysfunctional patients should be aware of the possibility that physical, pharmacological, and psychological factors, as well as others, may contribute to the onset and maintenance of the problems presented. Sex therapists should have access to facilities which will ensure adequate pretreatment assessment and multidisciplinary therapy if appropriate. These views have clear implications for resource planning and the training of therapists, and we feel strongly that there are dangers in the currently popular concept of brief training in specific techniques to produce practitioners with skills limited to the treatment of discrete sexual dysfunction. Questionnaires were returned by 45 out of the 53 partnerships. This is a rural area and only two practices used a deputising service at any time. Of the 45 respondents, a duty doctor gave weekend cover in 44 evening cover in 42, and that partner also took emergencies after 10.30 am in 25 practices. Interestingly, in five instances the duty partner for the evening handed back the responsibility of each doctor for his own list at 11 pm. In nine practices the individual partners remained on call for their own obstetric cases at all times.
This survey was made primarily to examine the extent to which partners care for the patients on their own lists and it revealed that this was generally true for 12 practices (271"), whereas in the remainder patients attended any doctor. Those partners giving personal care to their lists during the day were just as likely to hand over to a duty doctor out of hours but were usually responsible for their own emergencies and late visits until evening surgery. A mass in the liver is a common diagnostic problem in northern Nigeria and in our hospitals we rely heavily on the results of serum AFP tests for the diagnosis of hepatoma.
A positive test in a patient with a clinical picture strongly suggesting a malignant liver tumour is usually considered sufficient to establish the diagnosis of hepatoma. Serum AFP-negative patients are admitted to hospital for liver biopsy and further investigation. This policy spares many patients with hepatoma hospital admission and a potentially hazardous investigation. However, it is sometimes difficult by clinical signs alone to differentiate between an amoebic liver abscess and a hepatoma. If a positive serum AFP was a common feature of amoebic liver abscess our policy might lead us to make the serious mistake of diagnosing an amoebic liver abscess as a hepatoma. We have therefore reviewed the serological findings in patients with amoebic liver abscess seen by us during the past four years.
Fifty-three patients with an amoebic liver abscess were seen at Ahmadu Bello University Cantcer, 1970 Cantcer, , 25, 1091 Oral irritation with gentian violet SIR,-In the past six months we have used gentian (crystal) violet to treat six neonates with oral candidiasis. All six babies developed oral ulceration, in one case within 24 hours. This resolved with cessation of therapy. Only those who received gentian violet developed ulcers; hence candidiasis per se was not the cause. A 0 5 or 1P, aqueous solution of gentian violet was used and the manufacturers confirm the absence of additives. Applications were made twice daily. In all suspected cases Candida sp was cultured which was sensitive in vitro to nystatin, and only when this was clinically ineffective was gentian violet substituted.
We agree with John' that gentian violet is a potential irritant, but even complying with his dosage recommendations it is possible to produce ulceration. Increased mucosal sensitivity was a possible factor in our cases. 
